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Missing Sisters, by Gregory MacGuire  (ages 9-12)

 Twelve-year-old Alice, an orphan who has never been adopted because of her physical handicap and difficult personality, is shocked to discover she has an identical twin sister living nearby who has grown up in an adoptive family. Set in 1960s.

Chocolate Horse, by Bonnie Bryant (ages 9-12)
Stevie, seems to be always at war with one--or all--of her three brothers. But all that changes when Stevie's twin, Alex, contracts meningitis, and becomes seriously ill. This time Stevie is looking for a way to show one of her brothers just how much she cares.

Abby's Twin, by Ann M. Martin (ages 9-12)

Abby, a young girl, has to deal with her problems when her twin sister Anna is diagnosed with scoliosis. (Babysitters Series #104).

Tru Confessions,by Janet Tashjian (ages 9-12)

Computer-literate, twelve-year-old Tru keeps an electronic diary where she documents her desire to cure her developmentally disabled twin brother, Eddie, and her plan to create a television show.  Highly rated.

The  Last Payback by James Vanoosting (ages 9-12)

On the worst day of her life, Dorothea Dorfman learns that her twin brother Dale is dead, accidentally shot while playing with a gun. Now that Dorothea's the only member of the Twin Protectors, a secret club that she and Dale started so they could stick up for each other, she can't stop thinking about their number one rule--never delay a payback. Mixed reviews, but an important subject.

My twin sister Erica, by Ilse Margaret Vogel, 1976 (ages 8-12)

About the death of an identical twin sister. Erica and Inge have a love-hate relationship, Erica dies a few days after Inge tells her she wishes she were dead.  Author is a surviving twin whose sister died at age 9. Listed on several book lists re: grief and family themes. 

I Miss You, I Miss You! by Peter Phol and Kinna Gieth (ages 12-15)

Originally published in Swedish.  Twins Cilla and Tina aren't close.  After the tragic death of Cilla, Tina must come to grips with the loss of her twin while discovering her own individuality.  Has won children's awards in Sweden and Germany, based on Kinna Gieth, who lost her twin sister at a young age.

Home from Far  by Jean Little, 1965 (grade 4-6)

When her twin brother Michael is killed in an accident at age 11, Jenny, feeling that part of herself is gone, is convinced that she will never get over the loss. Children were in conflict at the time of Michael's death--sibling rivalry.

Mountain Fear : When a Brother Dies by Jane Claypool Miner (age 12 and up)

No available reference to plot.  "Twins" and "Death" were listed as key words on an amazon.com search.

Waiting for Johnny Miracle by Alice Bach (ages 9-12)

A story about twin teenage girls, one of whom has osteosarcoma while the other remains healthy.

Thirteen Going on Seven by Marilyn Sachs.(ages 9-12)

A learning disabled child, much less popular and sophisticated than her twin sister, is able to reach out to her grandfather when her grandmother dies.  Book received mixed reviews from children reading it.

Haunted Sister by Lael Littke (ages 9-12)

A girl meets her dead twin sister during a near-death experience; when she awakens she finds her sister has come back with her--or is she going crazy?  Mentioned at the www.vttwins.com book site as a featured selection.

The Great Quarterback Switch by Matt Christopher, 1984 (ages 9-12/grade 4-6) 

An identical twin uses his telephatic powers to "return" to the football field after he is confined to a wheelchair.

Herbert Robarge by Natalie Babbitt, 1984 (grade 9 & up)  

2 sets of twins in novel, one set separated at birth. Plot involves death of twins--uncertain exactly how by bibliography citation.

Find Debbie! By Roy Brown, 1976 (grade 7 & up) 

Set in England, Ian is the healthy brother of Debbie, mentally ill who suffers head-banging spells and cannot communicate her needs and wants. Debbie disappears 1 week after treatment for an overdose of sleeping pills.

Tawney by Chas Carner, 1978 (grades 4-6) 

Identical twin Troy killed by poachers, twin Trey struggles with grief and learns to let go while caring for a wounded orphaned fawn.

The Bumblebee Flies Anyway by Robert Cormier 1983 (grade 9 and up) 

Follows relationship between sister concerned about brother's terminal illness and the brother who will not let her or other family visit.  Sister feels sympathy pain of brother's injuries.

The Survivor by James Forman, 1976 (grade 9 and up) 

David and Saul, fraternal twins age 14 and their father sent to Auschwitz in Hitler's Germany. David is lone survivor. Saul sickly with asthma, not strong enough to survive.

Laura's Gift by Dee Jacobs, 1980 (grade 6-8) 

Catherine and Laura are identical twins, age 13. Laura has muscular dystrophy, Catherine discovers it ends in death, the girls deal with Laura's impending death together.

The Third Twin. John Rae, 1980 (grade 7-9) 

Two parallel stories, one in the real world and one in the spirit world. Shamus and Jonathan spend overnight in Westminster Abbey, Jonathan falls 60 feet witnessed by Shamus, Shamus believes he sees ghosts and that  Jonathan chose to stay with them, but after visiting his brother daily in the hospital and with a psychiatrist's help Shamus realizes Jonathan is really alive. 

Antelope Singer by Ruth M. Underhill, 1961 (grade 5-6) 

Paiute Native Americans help the Hunt family as they become separated from the wagon train going west to California. Nummer was a sickly twin but his healthy twin dies suddenly and he is blamed for bad luck  in the tribe and must overcome the superstitions surrounding him.

Screwball by Alberta Armer, 1963 (grade 4-5)

Patrick and Michael, identical twins. Michael affected by polio since age 3, uncoordinated. Patrick criticizes and avoids Michael, relationship not very positive.

Mitch and Amy by Beverly Cleary, 1967 (grade 4-5)

Mitch has reading difficulties while Amy reads ahead of grade level.  Amy is pestered by Mitch, twins constantly bicker.

Me Too, by Vera and Bill Cleaver, 1973 (grade 5-7) 

Lornie is a mentally impaired twin who normally attends a special school but will be home for the summer. Lydia tries to help her sister improve so they can be more alike, but has mixed emotions about her sister and others' reactions to her.

Season of Discovery, by Gloria Goldreich, 1976 (grade 5-7)

Lisa prepares for her bat mitzvah, has a mentally impaired twin Donny who lives in a residential home and comes home for the holidays.  Her friends, boy-girl healthy fraternal twins, are Lisa's classmates in Hebrew School. Lisa & Donny's mother in denial, spends much time searching for cure for Donny.

Dreamwold Castle, by Florence Hightower, 1978 (grade 5-7)

Phoebe meets Constance, the richest girl at her school, and spends time with her and her disabled twin brother, Harry who has asthma and frequent pneumonia. A Newberry award winner.

Head over Wheels, by Lee Kingman, 1978 (grade 7-9)

Terry & Kerry are identical twins, seniors in high school.  Terry had taken up drinking and developed a sexual relationship with his girfriend before suffering a broken neck and permanent injury in an auto accident. Kerry, his identical twin, must learn to go on with life without including Terry.  Accident happened at a time the twins were beginning to develop separate interests.

Tug of War, by Joan Lingard, 1989 (grade 7-10)

Hugo and Astra are twins who must leave Latvia in Sept. 1944 on their 14th birthday before the German occupation.  Hugo loses his glasses at the train station, is left behind injured & confused and taken in by a friendly family, is separated from Astra. Twinship is not a major part of story.

The Bates Family, by Riginald Ottley, 1969 (grade 5-7)

Albie is injured by an accident with a horse and has a damaged hip, experiences constant pain. Fraternal twin sister Linda is very close to him and concerned about him.  They are 19 in the story, members of a large family in the Australian outback.

Summer of the Monkey, by Wilson Rawls, 1976-77 (grade 5-7)

Jay Berry and Daisy are 14. Daisy was born with a twisted leg, uses a crutch, optimistic and gets along well with animals.  Friendly interaction between twins, Jay Berry wants to catch monkeys that escaped from traveling circus to collect reward money.

Child of the Arctic, by Hubert Woods, 1962 (grade 4-6)

Follows 12-year-old Kumalik, a deaf Inuit (Eskimo) who went on a destructive rampage and was prevented from doing man's work, was to be watched by his identical twin brother Tooruk who then found his life very limited. Kumalik was unable to attend the deaf school 2000 miles away, brothers developed their own language, Tooruk defended his brother's abilities and the brothers together act bravely to convince others to take Kumalik seriously.  Somewhat dated, racist view of Alaska compared to current situations.


